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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to make the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch of the St. Johns County Public Library System an outstanding educational, cultural, civic and
recreational center for the community. This will be achieved by providing supplemental books, materials, volunteers and programs; fundraising and
advocating on behalf of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.  By enlisting support of all those dedicated to disseminating knowledge, we believe the
community will be enhanced and enriched.

P.O. Box 744
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32004
http://www.folpvbfl.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PATRONS

Adult Programming 

❖ Monthly adult virtual programming for April, May, and June
includes the following:  An Interview with the Garden Club of St.
Augustine (celebrating National Library Week and National Garden
Month) in April; an interview with County Commissioner Jeremiah
Ray Blocker featuring The Fire Watch in May (honoring of St. Johns
County’s 200th Anniversary in 2021); and an Anne’s Library Picks
2-parter titled “Career Climbing” for job hunters of all ages
including high school students, college grads, career changers,
unemployed individuals, and more. These virtual programs are
available live on the day they are aired via SJCPLS’s Facebook and
YouTube channels as well as anytime afterwards at the viewer’s
convenience.

Displays

❖ Monthly adult book displays for May include Honoring Veterans
and Mental Health Month. For June, the displays will change to
Notable Graphic Novels (including classic stories transformed into
graphic novels – e.g., Pride and Prejudice and Dracula) and Career
Climbing (including books on resumes, interviews, job hunting,
etc.).

Take-Aways for Patrons

❖ Free monthly “Take and Make” craft bags for adults sponsored
by the PV-FOL and free monthly themed coloring sheets (easy,
medium, and challenging) for take-away.

❖ Free issues of Book Page and Elder Care magazines for take-
away.

❖ And so much more! Take-Aways can be found on the tables near
the Adult Reference Desk

Monthly E-Blast Newsletter

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the monthly
e-blast newsletter from the Adult Services Department of the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library, please e-mail Adult Services Librarian
Anne Crawford at ascrawford@sjcfl.us. This monthly e-blast
includes an update on the free opportunities, take-aways, and book
displays for adults on the tables near the Adult Reference Desk at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. Be the first to know what is
available and then swing by the Library to pick up the goods!
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Board of Directors 2021
Dear Friends,

This past year the
Friends of the Library
Board has continued to
meet monthly through
Zoom. What a learning
experience this has
been for us! We
realized we were not all
computer literate - at
least for the first few months. We can now
say we are Zoom literate which has helped
us be more computer savvy. So, in this
small way, Covid has helped us. In April,
we gathered socially distant in the FOL
Room for our first in-person Board Meeting

in more than a year. We were wearing
facemasks and it was wonderful to actually
see each other in person. We are hoping we
will be able to resume some programs in
June so we will be able to see some of you
again.

We are also looking at reopening
Seymour’s. If you are interested in
volunteering, please email me on our
website and someone will contact you.

Take care,

Leslie Kleiman
President, Friends of the Library

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Leslie Kleiman, a native of Chicago, has
lived with her husband Mike in Ponte
Vedra for the last 11 years. She has been
drawn to color, design and texture her
entire life, but did not start painting until
she retired. Leslie’s paintings and painting
approach are a true reflection of her
personality. Her confident brushwork
evokes light, texture, color and movement
with ease. Throughout her different works,
Leslie hopes, “to convey a sense of well-
being, vibrancy and energy to the viewer.”
Leslie allows the painting to take the lead
and by doing that she creates expressive
pieces that communicate what she
perceives and feels. Creating and
experimenting have always been a part of
her life - trying something new and
growing through it. Embracing change is
who she is and it is reflected in her work.
She is a versatile artist who works in
abstract figurative, landscape, florals and
abstracts.  

ART WALL – FEATURED ARTIST



BOOK REVIEWS

It’s one rainy day in the highlands of Scotland, in the novel, Summerwater, by Sara Moss, a bestseller. A collection of people has come to spend
their treasured yearly holidays, and there is only unrelenting rain. Rain pouring down on the roofs of the flimsy summer cabins they have rented.
Older couples, families, teenagers, children. A teenage boy desperately paddles a kayak out on the loch. A young couple about to be married,
attempt some interesting sex. A young girl sneaks out to a stranger in a tent. An elderly couple drives to a bar for relief, but don’t sit together. 

From one cabin party music is blasting day and night, driving others crazy. These British families call the funlovers Romanians, or Poles, or
Ukrainians because they are strangers and the dads threaten to go over to stop the music. 

One young mother runs through the rain with glorious abandon, pushing herself to new challenges. The descriptions of the surrounding woods
and her joy are the introduction to the book. She leaves her husband and children in the early hours to find this time for herself. “Justine’s not
going to get like the old man’s wife next door, she’s going to keep running until she dies,” she tells herself in a stream of consciousness
monologue that has the beat of her feet. 

Another young mother has an hour to herself while her children go to the beach in lighter rain, but she can’t decide what to do with this gift of
time.

Families argue and try to find entertainment with games and future plans. Yet in everyone’s thoughts, there are fears of the future, what might
happen to them. A kind of impending doom permeates the book until the unexpected unfolds, and everything changes.

Carolee Bertisch

In this column, I review three talented authors who have created picture books you can find in our library.

Melissa Stewart is an award-winning author of more than 180 science books for children. She has explored tropical rain forests, gone on safaris
and swum with sea lions while gathering information for her books. In Fossils, @2002, 32 pages, ages 8 - 12 years, she writes about how fossils
are formed, how old they are, and much more. Each page has a section "Did You Know?" with interesting facts. Another of the author's subjects
is dragonflies. Her book, Zoom in on Dragonflies, @2014, 24 pages, ages 5-8 years, tells the child about the dragonflies' body parts with
wonderful photos that "zoom in" on them. In her book Why Does the Moon Change Shape?, @2009, 32 pages, ages 6 - 9 years, Ms. Stewart
explains the phases of the moon, the orbits of the planets and the definition of a year in astronomical terms. 

Greg Pizzoli is the creator of the Baloney and Friends graphic novel series and the illustrator of the Jack Books written by Mac Barnett. This
Story is For You, @2018, ages 3 - 7 years, celebrates the uniqueness of every individual and moments of kindness. In a simple story with full
page illustrations, it teaches the young child to appreciate their individuality. "You are the only one with your eyes, your toes, your laugh and
your smile. "Mr. Pizzoli received the Theodore Seuss Geisel Award for the book Goodnight Owl, @2016, ages 3 - 5 years. Owl was in bed when
he heard a noise - "Squeak!" Where did it come from - the door, the cupboard, the wall, the floor, the roof? When he saw the "noise" (a mouse),
he said "Goodnight Noise" and they both went to sleep. The reader is invited to look for the "noise" on every page. 

Anika Aldamuy Denise has written ten picture books including the award-winning Planting Stories: The Life of Librarian and Storyteller Pura
Belpre, illustrated by Paola Escobar, @2019, ages 7 - 10 years. This full-color biography recounts the life of author and storyteller Pura Belpre,
who was the first Puerto Rican librarian in New York City. While working at the NYC Public Library in 1921, she discovered there weren’t any
books in Spanish for children. She then started writing and reading Puerto Rican folktales and telling stories in Spanish to the children who
visited the library. Ms. Denise’s newest biography, A Girl Named Rosita: The Story of Rita Moreno: Actor! Singer! Dancer! Trailblazer!,
illustrated by Leo Espinosa, @2020, ages 7 - 10 years, is a gorgeous book about a legend that will inspire little dreamers everywhere. Rita
Moreno is well known for her performance in the original West Side Story film and several Broadway musicals. She was the first Latinx person
to have earned Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony awards. Ms. Denise's lyrical text gives tribute to the award-winning singer's life and career. 

Marianne Stein 
FOL Board Member

IT’S ELEMENTARY

RAPID REVIEW

FRIENDS OF TH E LIBRARY

Greetings and Salutations! I hope this newsletter is reaching a
healthy and happy bunch of library users out there! As the weather
heats up and school comes to a close, we library workers feel like
more and more people are visiting to get their brand new library
cards. What a pleasure it is to welcome new faces to our library
family and the community! If you are getting to know new St. Johns
County neighbors, please encourage them to visit the library to get
their library cards and let them know how valuable the Friends of
the Library is to our local community. If they are looking for second-
hand books, please let them know the Friends are working hard to
make sure the logistics are in order to safely bring back Seymour’s
and book sales.

A patron recently asked me what I was currently reading and I am
sure my answer disappointed her. At the time I was “book grazing,”
meaning I was checking out lots of books, reading a few pages, then
drifting to another book and doing the same thing. The situation has
improved, though. I have been enjoying the nice weather in the
backyard reading books by a new author (new to me, at least) named
Dan Poblocki. Dan writes suspense/horror for youth and I really
enjoyed The Haunting of Gabriel Ashe. I have recommended this
book to my 13-year-old son who struggles to find any book that
keeps his interest long enough to finish it. It’s a nail-biter of a tale
that follows a boy, Gabriel Ashe, and his friends as they navigate the
challenges of middle school while dealing with a series of
frightening events in their town. What I liked most about this book
was the way Poblocki merges the supernatural with real-life. While
the book deals with hauntings and other strange phenomenon, the
characters have real-life challenges they must confront. What would
you do if you were accepted into the “popular” group at school, but

they see nothing wrong with making fun of the kid who was the first
to welcome you to a new town? When are you too old to play make-
believe games? Middle-school friendship is hard enough, but add a
strange shadow watching you from the woods, frightening attacks
on people in town, and a town history that involves child cruelty and
neglect and you have what makes for a suspenseful and thrilling
read. Warning: some of Poblocki’s characters perish so these books
are not for those who prefer the happiest of endings.

Because I like variety and thanks to a recent library display, I have
also checked out Poems by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings: Songs of a
Housewife. I struggle to go from a workday into “home mode”
without taking a moment to re-focus myself and simply reading a
poem actually helps me make that transition. I have also placed
some requests on books by Oliver Sacks, neurologist and author,
who was recently profiled on the PBS program, American Masters.
He is the author of The Man Who Mistook His Wife and Other
Clinical Tales and other books telling the stories of the patients he
attended to over a lifelong career.

For anyone moving into summer suffering from the same "book
grazing" experience I recently had, fear not- something you see or
hear will inspire you to discover something new to read. I found the
books I mentioned here by browsing the stacks, looking through a
book display in the branch, and watching educational television.
Inspiration is out there! And no matter what you end up looking for
we look forward to helping you find it at the library!

Amy Ring
Branch Manager

BRANCH MANAGER’S REPORT

Branch Manager Amy
Ring helping out
wherever needed.

Circulation
Assistant
Phil
Mullins

Adult Services Librarian Anne Crawford
(pictured) and Adult Services Assistant Trinh
Truong promote “adult library opportunities” and
“take-aways.” 

Security Guards Stanley (pictured)
and Larry 

Youth Services
Librarian Lisa
Calvert hosting a
successful
Homeschool Tour.

Assistant Circulation Supervisor
Teri Van de Water and Circulation
Assistant Melissa Jurgens. 

Storytime with Ms. Lisa during a
Homeschool Tour.




