
September - October 2021

MUSIC PROGRAM AND SPEAKER SERIES ARE BACK!
OCTOBER 12, 2021 CONCERT

The Lisa Kelly/JB Scott
Quintet featuring Lisa Kelly -
vocals, JB Scott - trumpet,
Bill Prince - sax, Scott
Giddens - piano, Dennis
Marks - bass, and Jeremy
Smith – drums will perform
Tuesday October 12 at 6:30
pm in the FOL Community
Room. 
Well remembered for their

much talked about performance for PV Friends of the Library at the Nocatee
Clubhouse in 2019, the Lisa Kelly/JB Scott Quintet returns to kick off our concert
season. They will be joined by legendary multi-instrumentalist, Dr. Bill Prince.
The group’s entertaining program will include favorite songs from the Great
American Songbook to traditional songs of New Orleans, in the styles of swing,
Bossa Nova, ballads, waltzes, light groove, St. Beat and more. Each musician is
musically connected to the University of North Florida jazz program. Several are
former students or fellow faculty members of our own Dr. Gerson Yessin.
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OCTOBER 19, 2021 SPEAKER
We are presenting Dr. Paul Brazis on Tuesday,
October 19 at 6:30 pm in the FOL Community
Room. Dr. Brazis received his medical degree from
Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine. He is
currently Emeritus Professor in neurology at Mayo
Clinic School of Medicine and is consultant in
neurology and neuro-ophthalmology for the Mayo
Clinic. In 2001 Dr. Brazis received the distinguished
Mayo Clinician Award.
His hobby is European history and the title of his talk
is: Death in the Arena: Gladiatorial Games from
Ancient Rome. At the program Dr. Brazis will discuss what it was like to spend
a day at the Roman Gladiatorial Games: the weapons used, the outfits worn, the
risk of death, the wild animal hunts, the referees and the musicians who performed
during the games. We will learn the outcome of the intense fight between Attilius
and Hilarus during the first century Roman era.

Both programs are free and open to the public. The doors open at 6 pm.

Dr. Paul Brazis
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Dear Friends,

I recently read an article
about the importance of
our libraries as
community builders. It
referenced public
libraries as “social
infrastructure.” That
means “the physical
spaces and organizations
that shape the way
people interact.” Our
library provides many
opportunities to the community for this
interaction…adult, teen, tween and children’s
activities and programs. Please give a special “thank
you” to our library staff who have created a warm and
welcoming place for all of us. They have creatively
continued the important work of the library
throughout the pandemic.

We are excited to be starting a new season, 2021-
2022, for the Speaker Series and the Dr. Gerson
Yessin Music Program starting in October. We have
had two mini book sales that have been very
successful. Thank you to Alice Wilson and the
volunteers who made this happen! Seymour’s
Bookstore is now open and accepting donations.
Thank you to the board management team and all our
volunteers.

Just a heads up. Our Commissioners are investigating
privatizing our public libraries. If you have strong
feelings about this, please contact your
Commissioner and let them know how you feel about
public versus private.

Hope to see you all at our upcoming events!

Leslie Kleiman
President, Friends of the Library

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome back, students,
parents, and teachers!
What an exciting time to
get back into the school
swing of things. I hope
everyone is feeling some
relief as routine
activities like sports,
music lessons, and after-
school clubs, get back
into action.

This summer was
incredibly busy here at the library. In June and July,
we averaged 360 visitors daily. That accounts for a
lot of questions, book recommendations, summer
reading stories, and item check-outs and returns!
Staff did an excellent job shelving items as quickly as
possible to cycle them through to the next inquiring
patron. Meeting rooms opened back up, Book Lovers
Book Club came back, and Ms Lisa’s Family
Storytimes proved to be incredibly popular. We still
aren’t sure who enjoyed storytimes more- children
who were experiencing them for the first time or their
parents/caregivers who were able to reconnect with
old friends or library staff who have missed the hustle
and bustle of storytime days!

As we move into the Fall, I hope everyone will find
the library a friendly sanctuary for reading,
connecting, and learning. Thanks to our Friends of
the Library our collections keep growing, our FOL
meeting room has received tremendous upgrades
(new sound system, speakers, paint and window
treatments) and Fall programs like the Gerson Yessin
Music Series are coming back. The entire community
benefits from a well-supported library and thanks to
our generous patrons who make donations, purchase
used books at the book store and booksales, and
renew their annual memberships, we continue to
support our ever-growing St. Johns County family.
Thank you for your patronage!

We look forward to serving you at your library and
hope to see you soon!

Amy Ring
Branch Manager

BRANCH MANAGERS REPORT

“Are you receiving our periodic email bulletins?”
Visit the Contact page of our website,

http://folpvbfl.org/contact-us
to add or update your email address.” 
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BOOKS
RAPID REVIEWS

The Plot is Jean Hanff Korelitz’s third New York
Times Best Seller after Admissions and You Should
Have Known. The title has multiple meanings since
it is the story of Jacob Finch Bonner, an author with
one minor success, who hears the story of a plot by
a student, Evan Parker, in his MFA workshop at
Ripley College. Of course, he cannot use the brilliant
idea, but then he learns that Evan died of an
overdose before his book was published.
The temptation is too great when he verifies that
Evan never revealed his plot to anyone else. So, this
plot thickens as Jacob writes his own version of the
story, which is a smashing success, selling millions.
It’s called Crib. and Jacob is interviewed by Oprah
and the movie option is picked up by Steven
Spielberg.
During his book tour, in Seattle he meets Anna, a
prematurely grey-haired beauty who worked in a
radio station. Their long-distance relationship
blooms when she comes to live with him in New
York City.
Jacob’s guilt is assuaged by his triumph, and he
begins to enjoy new happiness with Anna and his
new fame. He then receives a brief email from
Talented Tom, saying “You are a thief.” He is
terrified. Someone knows. 
It is a reference to the book, The Talented Mr.
Ripley, by Patricia Highsmith, about a sly murderer,
and also to Ripley, where Jacob taught.
The new plot begins as Jacob investigates Evan
Parker’s hometown of Rutland, Vermont, and the
home and background of his family. He finally tells
his publisher about the increasing threats, but they
think he’s just a troublemaker. He knows better. 
Follow Jacob as he uncovers secrets on a trail that
takes him south to Georgia. It’s a guessing game for
the reader since Jacob’s story is interspersed with
paragraphs from Crib.
It left me smiling at the end.

Carolee Bertisch

A CELEBRATION
St. Johns County celebrated its 200th anniversary last
July. When the ordinance to establish a county on July 21,
1821 was passed, the area consisted of 39,376 square
miles in east Florida shared with Escambia. When new
counties were formed, St. Johns County dwindled to the
609 square miles that it is today. To celebrate this
milestone St. Johns officials put on a Reenactment of the
Change of Authority, a Flag Exchange ceremony, an
exhibit of photos by two dozen local photographers in the
Rotunda of the County Administration Building until
January 2022, a symposium "Then, Now and the Future,"
and a county Time Capsule Ceremony.
There is little written about the development of St. Johns
County, and most of the books about this area are about
St. Augustine. In the book St. Augustine Carriage Tour
by Phil King, we get 76 pages of history as the author
guides us through the city. Mr. King's narrative is full of
interesting tidbits about the town's many sights and
mysterious events. In Drew Sappington's entertaining
book Hidden History of St. Augustine, we find 28
fascinating stories from the city's long, past history. Take
the story of how Castillo San Marcos was taken over by
the Confederate Army in 1861. The fort was guarded by
an old sergeant, who reluctantly turned it over but insisted
on a receipt. Or, the story of the people of Alachua County
deciding to change the name of the county seat to honor
General Gaines who fought the Seminoles in the Second
Seminole War. Therefore, Gainesville was born. A fun
book to read especially if you are interested in local
history. 
In Hidden History of Ponte Vedra by Maurice J.
Robinson, we learn that A1A means State Road Atlantic 1
Alternate. St. Johns County is significant in the area of
exploration and settlement. It has been occupied
continuously since 1565, making it the oldest settled
county in the United States. St. Johns contains more
Spanish land grants than any other county in the state.
(Source: Historic Properties Survey of St. Johns
County, Florida by Paul Weaver.)  Another interesting bit
is that Solana Road was named after Manuel Lorenzo
Solana, a "Mounted Dragoon" of the Spanish Army in St.
Augustine. The name Ponte Vedra comes from the
province, Pontevedra in Galicia, Spain. It means "old
bridge" or Pons Vetus in Latin. A quarter of this book tells
about the slave trade and the freeing of slaves in the area,
especially that of Fort Mose. 
With its forests, swamps, marshes, farms and beaches,
you may think yourself being in a different country when
moving around this county. There is lot to explore in our
county and most of it is free to St. Johns residents.

Marianne Stein
FOL Board Member

We’re celebrating St. Johns County’s Bicentennial
all year long!  

Check out our YouTube 200th Playlist for more Virtual
Programs at: bit.ly/SJCPLScelebratesSJC200

More information on events county-wide can be found
at https:www.sjc200.com

107480_FRLI_SeptOct_NL_FOL5-6,12  8/18/21  4:05 PM  Page 3



PROGRAMS

October 12, 2021 Lisa Kelly/JB Scott Quintet with guest Dr. Bill Prince  Jazz

November 9, 2021 Jim Carrick and Charley Simmons  Guitar Pickers

January 11, 2022 Lantana Trio  Chamber Music

February 8, 2022 UNF Choir

March 8, 2022 Mandala  Latin Music

April 12, 2022 Flagler College Choir

May 10, 2022 Lucy Chen with accompanist  Piano and Violin

SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY AT PONTE VEDRA BEACH LIBRARY
TUESDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 7:30

ART WALL – FEATURED ARTIST

All concerts are free and open to the public.  Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
No reservations required.

Deborah Lightfield moved to Ponte Vedra, Florida
with her husband Tim and their wire-haired
dachshund Ella, after retiring from two careers –
twenty years in the jewelry industry and twenty
years as an art teacher. Deborah is originally from
Richmond, Virginia. She earned the Bachelor of
Fine Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees from
James Madison University in Virginia. She also
received the Gemologist Certification from the
Gemological Institute of America in California.
Her careers include designing fine and fashion

jewelry and art education. Throughout her career, she has created artwork that
has been displayed and sold in many galleries and art shows. Deborah has lived
in New York, California, Illinois, South Carolina, and North Carolina. She
worked on Princess Cruises for two years. Her career and interests have taken
her on travels around the world.
Perhaps the artistic DNA genes have been handed-down to me from her great-
great-great uncle James McNeil Whistler? 
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS

September

• Book Lovers Book Club
Friday, Sept 17 at 11 am in the FOL Community Room (book:  The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes)

• Online Program for Adults:  "Anne's Library Picks:  SJCPLS Book Club Resources for You" 
Thursday, September 2 at 12 pm via SJCPLS's Facebook or YouTube channels  
live or anytime afterwards

October
• Book Lovers Book Club

Friday, October 8 at 11 am in the Glass Room (book:  Know My Name by Chanel Miller)
• Zoom Program for Adults:  Dustin Pari of the GhostHunters TV Show presents:  
"Spirits of the World"

Wednesday, October 20 at 6 pm via Zoom (adults and teens register online at 
http://www.sjcpls.org). If you need assistance, please call the Library at 904.827.6950 or stop by
the Adult Reference Desk at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.

September and October Storytimes, begin
Wednesday, September 1. Please RSVP for
Storytimes on www.sjcpls.org.  

Baby Storytime - Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m.
A perfect first storytime for babies! This gentle lapsit
program features action rhymes, songs, and stories
presented in a circle time format in the children's
library. For babies up to 12 months; siblings welcome.

Toddler Storytime - Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
This interactive storytime for toddlers encourages
physical, social, and language & literacy
development. Be prepared to laugh, move, and sing!
For ages 12-24 months; siblings welcome.

Alphabet Academy - Thursdays at 11:15 a.m.
Let's practice the alphabet together! Each week this
storytime will feature a letter of the week to help
children learn letter shapes and sounds. For ages 24
months-Kindergarten; siblings welcome.

And, a special Halloween event:
Little Ones Halloween Storytime and Parade

cont.

October 28, 10:15 a.m.
It's that time of year for costumes, pumpkins, and of
course, not-so-scary storytime stories! Little ones and
their families are invited for a special Halloween
storytime and a costume parade. Join us for seasonal
fun at the library!

Other events:

Zoom Event: Erin Hunter (Warriors) Book Club
September 13 & 27; October 11 & 25
Presented virtually through Zoom at 4:00 p.m.
Meet with other Warriors cat fans to discuss the
books, answer trivia, and more! Complete fun reading
challenges to earn virtual rewards and tickets to win
free Erin Hunter books!

Zoom Event: NEW Teen Dystopian Book Club
September 20 and October 18, 5:00 p.m.
Can you rise up to the challenge? If you love the
Dystopian genre as much as we do, you’ll want join
this new teen club with Ms. Lisa. Each month we will
discuss our monthly title and practice a hands-on
survival skill, too!

SJCPLS's Facebook Channel:            https://www.facebook.com/sjcpls
SJCPLS's YouTube Channel:              https://www.youtube.com/user/sjclibraryvid
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

National Library Card Sign-up Month

Rosalie Hirschburg with an air-dry
clay project

Summer Reading Board

Sisters, Emma and Elsie Sisters, Flor and Paloma, enjoy a
reading moment

Anne and Amy kick off Staff Development Day with
waffles and pancakes for staff

Circulation Supervisor,
Lidia, providing training

on shelving and
organizing.

Branch Manager, Amy,
presents an online course

on prejudice
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Hats off to our volunteers whose hard work makes our Booksales
happen!!! You are greatly appreciated!

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

107480_FRLI_SeptOct_NL_FOL5-6,12  8/18/21  4:05 PM  Page 7



NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT No. 19

PONTE VEDRA BEACH,
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to make the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch of the St. Johns County Public Library System an outstanding educational, cultural, civic and
recreational center for the community. This will be achieved by providing supplemental books, materials, volunteers and programs; fundraising and
advocating on behalf of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.  By enlisting support of all those dedicated to disseminating knowledge, we believe the
community will be enhanced and enriched.

P.O. Box 744
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32004
http://www.folpvbfl.org

September 6 

LIBRARY CLOSINGS

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS, FRIENDS OF
THE LIBRARY MEMBERS AND LIBRARY PATRONS

FOR THEIR DONATIONS, 
SEYMOUR’S BOOKSTORE HAS REOPENED!

Normal business hours for Seymour’s Bookstore: 
Wednesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Editor: Maureen Wildey Membership Info: (904)273-3990

Seymour’s Bookstore
Volunteer Jennifer Hoag
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