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Dear Friends,
This is my farewell letter as president of Friends of the Library. I have enjoyed meeting
so many of our members and am very proud of the FOL accomplishments and
contributions to our library. These include updating the FOL Room with shutters, a
fresh coat of paint, a state-of-the art sound system and comfortable chairs. We
persevered during COVID, sponsoring programs online and offering other events and
activities ever mindful of the safety and health of our community.
The next President’s message in this newsletter will be written by our new copresidents, Kathy Cohen and Laurie Kelly. We also have a new treasurer, Phil
Smith. Two board members are retiring, Doug Wilson and Carolyn Hirsch. Doug has
been on the board for almost two decades and has been treasurer for nearly 18 years.
Besides that, he has been the backbone of the FOL. If we need advice, Doug is the first
person we call. Carolyn is always the first person to volunteer for projects. She has
run our Volunteer Party for many years and has co chaired the Arts Committee. Thank
you, Doug and Carolyn. We will miss you.
We have five new Board Members who I am pleased to introduce:
Natalie Costello – had a 25-year career in senior leadership positions with BP, living
in London, Houston and Chicago. Most importantly, she loves to read.
Jan Crewson – has lived in Ponte Vedra since 2013. Jan says that she loves to read but
rarely purchases books; she depends on St. Johns County Libraries to supply the books
she reads and listens to. She hopes to give back to the library by being on the Board of
Directors.
Jennifer Hoag –lived most of her adult life in Indiana, working as an electrical
engineer for Johnson and Johnson. She moved to Ponte Vedra four years ago and has
been a constant volunteer at Seymour’s and our book sales.
Paula Nardon – had a 30 plus year career as a business analyst with The Hartford
Insurance and the Union Pacific Railroad. She also has been a tireless volunteer at
Seymour’s and our book sales.
Sharon van Hees – lived most of her life in the Ann Arbor, Michigan area. She worked
as a teacher for 36 years in the Detroit Public School System, many years as a Reading
Support Teacher. She also loves to read.
Hope to see all of you at our Annual Meeting Cocktail Party!
Thank you, Friends.
Leslie Kleiman
President, Friends of the Library

SAVE THE DATE!
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2022
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ANNUAL MEETING & COCKTAIL
PARTY
SAWGRASS MARRIOTT
MORE INFORMATION TO COME.
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Rapid Reviews

Children’s Books

Perhaps you have a summer home or a beloved place that you
return to each year. If so, you will relate to the thoughts and
memories that Miranda Cowley Heller writes about so lushly in
her debut novel. PAPER PALACE. The setting is the back woods
on Cape Cod, in a house the protagonist, Elle or Eleanor’s
grandfather built but never finished on the inside, so the family
affectionately named it The Paper Palace.

This is a continuation of the book reviews in the NovemberDecember newsletter. Our next pick is Four Feet, Two Sandal by
Karen Lynn Williams, illustrated by Doug Chayka, @2007, ages
6 - 9 years. When the relief workers came to leave clothes at the
refugee camp in Peshawar, Pakistan, ten-year old Lina finds a
single sandal on the ground. Since she hadn't worn shoes for two
years, she put it on her foot. Another girl, Feroza, is also at the
camp and has the other shoe. They meet and agree to share every
other day and became good friends. Soon Lina is picked to leave
for the US with her sisters and brothers and the two promise to
share again someday, but Feroza insisted that Lima keep one
sandal. With illustrations in warm colors of brown and beige, it
sets the tone of the desert and the barren landscape.

The story opens with Elle at age 50, dropping her robe and
swimming naked in the pond early in the morning.
“On the far side of the pond, beyond the break of pine and shrub
oak, the ocean is furious, roaring. It must be carrying a storm in
its belly from somewhere out at sea. But here at the edge of the
pond the air is honey still.”
She narrates the next significant 24 hours as well as the past 50
years of her life - a life filled with marvelous characters like her
mother, Wallace, but also with dysfunction, divorce, neglect
and abuse. Elle has a wonderful British journalist husband and
three teenage children whom she loves deeply. But the night
before the opening of the novel. she has consummated her
desire for Jonas, a very close friend since childhood. They
separated after a sailing accident, but their deep feelings for
each other remain. The book resonates with her quandary and
the atmospheric writing that will propel you to the end.
The novel is about choices she inherits as well as those she
makes herself. Interesting to think about in terms of our own
lives, how our background and upbringing influence the
decisions we make. In my book discussion group, we had a
debate about the ending, which the author actually leaves open.
Reach your own conclusion.
Enjoy the enchanting descriptions of nature and a luminous
cast of characters in this debut novel.
Carolee Bertisch

SEYMOUR’S BOOKSTORE HOURS
Great news! Seymour’s is expanding its hours of operation. We will
be open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday. Please stop by and check out all the new
donations we are receiving. We still welcome more volunteers. If
you are interested in serving a couple of hours per week, stop by or
call about volunteer opportunities. It’s a great way to support the
library and make new friends.

Another country in trouble was Kosovo, which the next book
discusses. Drita, My Homegirl by Jenny Lombard, @2006, ages
8 - 10 years sets the story of Drita, a fourth grader, recently
arrived from war-torn Kosovo and Maxie, an African-American
girl from Brooklyn, NY ended up in the same fourth grade. When
Maxie made fun of Drita in school, her punishment was to
research and report on Kosovo. The two girls became friends by
working together on the project, and they soon realized that they
had more in common than their different lives would have them
believe.
Perhaps the country that over many years has had the most
refugees is Sudan. The book The Long Walk to Water by Linda
Sue Park, 120 pages, @2010, ages 11 - 14 years is a true story
of four-year old Salva Dut's miraculous survival of being in
refugee camps. Salva's story is intertwined with that of Nya
from Southern Sudan whose main activity every day was to get
water from the pond for seven months until it dried up. They
then moved to a larger pond for five months. After an explosion
in his school, Salva started walking to "nowhere," where he met
his uncle and walked to the Nile River, built a canoe and paddled
to an island full of good food, but too many mosquitoes. One
day strangers came to Nya's village and talked about drilling for
water. Salva and Uncle spent three days in the desert and
continued to the Itang refugee camp in Ethiopia, but on their
way, Uncle was shot as Salva watched. He stayed in the camp for
six years, but never found his family. When the camp closed in
1991, Salva was 17 years old, and soldiers came to chase them
away toward the river Gilo and crocodiles. Now back in Sudan
one day water shot up into the air, and Nya's family was happy.
It took 1.5 years for Salva to walk to Kenya. At the refugee camp
in Kenya, Salva was 22 years old in 1996. There he met Michael
from Ireland who eventually helped him travel to Rochester, NY
on his final journey.
Marianne Stein
FOL Board Member

MUSIC & SPEAKERS SERIES
GERSON YESSIN MUSIC SERIES

Kayo
Ishimaru

Rhonda
Cassano

On January 11,2022, the Dr. Gerson Yessin Music Series will be presenting the Bel Suono
duo of flutist, Rhonda Cassano, and harpist, Kayo Ishimaru. Both are with the Jacksonville
Symphony Orchestra. Kayo is enjoying her 34th season as principal harpist. She is a
renowned orchestral musician and also serves as principal harpist with the Grant Park
Symphony Orchestra, a position she had held since 1991. Kayo began her musical studies
on piano at three years old and transformed to harp at age 10. Rhonda is the Professor of
Flute at the University of North Florida. She is founder of "Sound Effects: Music at MOCA,"
Synergy Chamber Ensemble, the St. Johns Chamber Players, and the St. Mark's Bach
Ensemble. Kayo and Rhonda are both active recitalists and chamber musicians.

On February 8, 2022 at the Ponte Vedra Branch Library, the Dr. Gerson Yessin Music Series will be presenting the
Osprey Treble Chorus, the UNF Chamber Singers and select soloists directed by Dr. Cara Tasher, Director of Choral
Studies, UNF.

SPEAKER SERIES
Our January 18 speaker is JIM DRAPER, a multi-talented artist in
drawing, painting, photography, video and writing. Mr. Draper has
taught drawing and painting at Florida State College and Flagler
College, and is now retired and working full time in his studio. Mr.
Draper gets inspiration from journeys into the wild, as well as myriad
sources beyond nature in the form of conservationists, naturalists and
other artists known as experts in observation of the natural world.
His work can be seen in hundreds of corporate and private collections such as Jacksonville Airport,
Baptist Medical Center and United Nations Visitors' Lobby in New York City.
In his talk, "Defining a Radical Naturalism," and slides, Mr. Draper will define the intersection of
the mind of our species and the balance of human interaction. The artist will also exhibit his works
in the library entryway.

Jim Draper

On February 15, we welcome Backintyme, a husband and wife musical duo who specialize in
retelling Florida history. Mary Lee and Frank Sweet make history come alive in period dress
performing stories and songs of the 19th century. Each performance piece is an anecdote drawn
from historical research, inter-woven with related songs of the time. The stories tell what folks
did and thought back then and the songs reveal their emotions. They weave the fabric of our
understanding. An audience member once said: "It was educational, entertaining and different
from everything else you hear at either storytelling or musical events."

The Music Programs and Speaker Series start at 6:30 pm in the FOL Room at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library. Doors open at 6:00 pm.
Free and open to the public.
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B RANCH M ANAGERS R EPORT
Welcome to 2022! If you’re like me you are looking forward to this year with guarded
anticipation. On the one hand I feel like time is moving too quickly (I think I still have
Thanksgiving leftovers in the fridge) while on the other hand time is moving slowly (hasn't
it been twenty-twenty-something forEVER?). At least we can find solace in the one place
that is always here for us, always welcoming, always full of useful information, challenging
us to learn more, and providing us with an easy plug into my community and neighborsour library!
I recently read readers' posts to a local online newspaper article about public library
services. Many of the posts asked if public libraries still exist and shared the idea that
everything is online, why do we need libraries, etc. While unsurprising, it was still sad to
read ideas like that. The good news here is that there were just as many people posting
reasons why libraries are still valuable. People posted lists of services libraries offer
especially hitting on the personal connection that libraries provide that truly cannot be
replicated by online services. So, if you want to do something good for the community in
the new year, please share your library experiences with a friend or neighbor. Offer to bring one of your children’s buddies
with you to the library on a weekend or after school. Share what the library means to you whenever you can with whomever
you can. You might just change someone’s mind about what value libraries have in our community and democratic society.
After all, libraries are a central provider of life-long learning opportunities. Where else can people go to access information,
get multiple perspectives on topics, find out the latest research, and ask real people questions in real time in real life? Your
library is the only place that is here specifically to support everyone in the community, from babies to centenarians. We
librarians take our responsibilities seriously and take pride in the support we hope we provide to the community. Please
share our mission with others so that, “Are libraries still a thing?,” will turn into, “My library brings value to my life
because…”
Thanks for your support and I hope to see you soon at our library! Happy 2022!!
Amy Ring
Branch Manager

BOOK REVIEW “NEGATIVE CAT”

Lisa Calvert

Ms. Lisa, Youth Services Librarian from the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library holds her
favorite new book, Negative Cat by Sophie Blackall. "You will fall in love with this sweet story
of a boy who finally gets the go-ahead to adopt a long-awaited-for cat, and rescue Max turns out
to be anything but your usual cuddly friend. Max is troublesome. Who would love such an
unpleasant cat? The message highlights the rewards of patience and understanding...even for
those that are hard to love on the surface. The detailed and nuanced illustrations make this
one a joy to read many times over. For older readers, be sure to check out Blackall’s latest work
illustrating Kate DiCamillio’s wonderful new middle grade novel, The Beatryce Prophecy.”

BARBARA, 105, GETS A NEW LIBRARY CARD
Lifelong learning happens here! Library staff were pleased to welcome
Barbara, 105, to the branch as she visited us recently for a replacement
library card. We were so pleased to welcome Barbara to the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library!
PVB patron Barbara with Branch Manager Amy Ring

LIBRARY PROGRAMS
YOUTH ACTIVITIES

ADULT ACTIVITIES

Storytimes

In-Person Events (no Zoom or online component)

please RSVP on sjcpls.org
Babytime
Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m.
A perfect first storytime for babies! This gentle lapsit program
features action rhymes, songs, and stories presented in a circle
time format. For babies up to 12 months; siblings welcome.
Toddler Storytime
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
This interactive storytime for toddlers encourages physical,
social, and language & literacy development. Be prepared to
laugh, move, and sing! For ages 12-24 months; siblings welcome.
Alphabet Academy
Thursdays at 11:15 a.m.
Let's practice the alphabet together! Each week this storytime
will feature a letter of the week to help children learn letter
shapes and sounds. For ages 24 months-Kindergarten; siblings
welcome.

Additional Programs:
Tiny Treats
Wednesday, January 19 at 4:00 p.m.
Don’t let these tiny treats fool you, you really can make
“donuts,” “burgers,” and layer “cakes,” all in miniature! We’ll
use a few clever ingredients to build our tiny treats and they’ll
taste as good as they look – no cooking required! For grades 3
and up. Please RSVP on sjcpls.org.
Teen Retro Gaming Party
January 24 and February 28, 5 – 7:30 p.m.
Revisit old friends on the PS3, SNES, or (for the newbies) the
Nintendo Switch. Want to keep it super old school? Bring a DM
and try your hand at D&D or other tabletop games. Gaming
snacks provided.
Virtual Event: Erin Hunter (Warriors) Book Club
January 10 and 24, February 14 and 28, 4:00 p.m.
Join Librarian Ms. Lisa for an adventure through Erin Hunter's
Warriors books! Complete fun reading challenges to earn virtual
rewards and tickets to win free Erin Hunter books. Presented
through Zoom. Please RSVP on sjcpls.org
Musical Adventures: “Haja: The Bird Who Was Afraid to Fly”
February 2 at 4:00 p.m.
Ms. Jane, music educator and our newest PVB youth services
team member, takes us on a musical journey through West
Africa with stories, song, and sound.
For grades Kindergarten and up.
Feasts for our Feathered Friends
February 16 at 4:00 p.m.
Many local birds will start nesting soon, let’s build some fun
easy-to-assemble feeders to support our feathered friends! Learn
more about birds in our area, bird calls that are fun to listen for,
and how bird watching can be a hobby to enjoy anywhere, even
right in your own backyard! For grades Kindergarten and up.
Please RSVP on sjcpls.org

January Book Lovers Book Club meeting*
Friday morning, January 21 from 11 am – 12:15 pm in the FOL
Community Room (in person only)
St. Johns Reads selection (one of several) to be discussed:
Little Fires Everywhereby Celeste Ng
January 12 @ 6pm in the FOL Room
Title:The Secret’s in the Sauce:Turn any meal into a work of art
Description: Celebrity chef Warren Caterson will demonstrate how to elevate
your dishes with a variety of delicious and easy to prepare sauces that will
leave your guests craving for more.
February’s Book Lovers Book Club meeting
Friday morning, February 18 from 11 am – 12:15 pm
in the FOL Community Room
Selection to be discussed: Such a Fun Ageby Kiley Reid
AARP Tax Assistance (by appointment only)
Every Wednesday, starting February 2, from 10 am – 2 pm
in the FOL Community Room
By appointment only – no walk-ins
Patrons may visit the Adult Reference Desk or call our Library at (904) 8276950 starting in January (specific dateTBD) to register for an appointment

Zoom Events
January’s Zoom Book Lovers Book Club meeting*
Wednesday evening, January 26 from 6 – 7:15 pm via Zoom
Must RSVP online at www.sjcpls.orgor ask at the Adult Reference Desk or
call the Library at (904) 827-6950 to receive assistance. All RSVP’ed patrons
will receive the Zoom link the day before the Zoom meeting.
St. Johns Reads selection (one of several) to be discussed:
Little Fires Everywhereby Celeste Ng
New in 2022! This Zoom option will hopefully allow working parents,
those who miss the Friday morning meeting, and those not attending
events in person to attend
February’s Zoom Book Lovers Book Club meeting
Wednesday evening, February 23 from 6 – 7:15 pm via Zoom
Must RSVP online at www.sjcpls.orgor ask at the Adult Reference Desk or
call the Library at (904) 827-6950 to receive assistance. All RSVP’ed patrons
will receive the Zoom link the day before the Zoom meeting.
St. Johns Readsselection (one of several) to be discussed:
Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid
New in 2022! This Zoom option will hopefully allow working parents,
those who miss the Friday morning meeting, and those not attending events
in person to attend

Online Event
Sisterhood of the Traveling Plants presents
“Victorian Flower Arranging”
Thursday, January 13 at 12 pm (or anytime afterwards)
Can be viewed from either SJCPLS social media channel live or afterwards
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjcpls
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/sjclibraryvid

B OOK S ALES ’ S UCCESS
BARGAIN BOOK SALES ARE THE BEST!

Before

After

Thanks to your book donations and your patronage at our book sales, we have made almost $12,000 at our
bargain sales since May 2021! Thank you, friends.
Our “honor system” lobby sales have been very popular, and they could well be the wave of the future for our
book sales. This type of sale provides the opportunity for us to sell our book donations almost as quickly as they
come in to the library. For our patrons, this means newer books are available much sooner than in the past. No
longer will we be storing books until we have collected several thousand for a big sale. Now all it takes is several
hundred for us to have a ‘pop up’ sale in the lobby. The honor system means the sale is available during all library
hours. More time to shop!
How do our book sale volunteers feel about these sales? TERRIFIC! We can add books to these sales daily as
donations come in to the library. How often will we have these sales? As long as there is a steady flow of
donations, there will be ‘pop-up’ sales. So, remember to donate your books, and tell your friends too. And then
remember to shop the sale to support our library.
Alice Wilson
Book Sale Manager

T HANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS

The FOL Board hosted an appreciation luncheon on November 29th in the Community room of the library.
Guests included Seymour’s volunteers who had helped since the reopening of the store in July, and book sale
volunteers who helped with sales in June and November 2021. There were 28 volunteers in attendance.
Each guest was given a poinsettia centerpiece as a special “thank you.”
“We couldn’t do it without you!”

Editor:

Maureen Wildey

Membership Info: 273-3990

The Case of the Lost Diamond Ring
One Tuesday in September while sorting through the many donated
books that come into the library each day, our dear friend and primary
book sorter, Jean Hurner, suddenly realized she had lost her mother’s
diamond engagement ring. (Jean’s own engagement ring had been stolen
four years ago, and ever since then she has worn her mother’s ring.)
There we were surrounded by many many boxes of books, and the
possibilities were endless as to where the ring may have slipped off her
finger. One of our volunteers had just taken about 20 boxes of sorted
books to our storage facility. Could the ring be in one of them?
We quickly began to look through the boxes on our sales’ table in the
lobby, hoping to find it there. Jean and fellow sorter Clare looked through
the boxes of books they had just sorted in Seymour’s. Since she had just
noticed it missing, we had high hopes we would find it! But alas, it did
Jean Hurner and Gabriella Stevens
not appear. There was much sadness that day for Jean!
But if you believe in fairy tales, then you will not be surprised to read the end of this story. On Nov 9, while alphabetizing a
box of paperbacks that had come from our sorting space, a volunteer by the name of Gabriella Stevens found the ring. She
didn’t know Jean, and she didn’t know a ring had been lost, but she knew it was a very special ring! She brought it to me and
another group of volunteers who did know Jean, and we all cheered! As it so happens, Jean was sorting in Seymour’s that
afternoon, and we all rushed down to tell her the good news. There were tears of joy all around, especially from Jean. So, life
is full of surprises, and in this case a very happy ending.
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LIBRARY CLOSING
Saturday, January 1
Monday, January 17
Monday, February 21

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to make the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch of the St. Johns County Public Library System an outstanding educational, cultural, civic and
recreational center for the community. This will be achieved by providing supplemental books, materials, volunteers and programs; fundraising and
advocating on behalf of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. By enlisting support of all those dedicated to disseminating knowledge, we believe
the community will be enhanced and enriched.

