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MESSAGE FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS
Where does the time go? We are already
heading into summer and looking forward
to hot, lazy days. However, the FOL Board
has been busy getting back to normal.
Thanks to those members who attended
the annual meeting at the Sawgrass
Marriott on March 23. Although a smaller
group than usual, the cocktail reception
and UNF Jazz group offered a relaxing and
enjoyable evening. At the event, the FOL
Board presented longtime treasurer (now
retired) Doug Wilson a plaque recognizing
Kathleen Cohen and Laurie Kelly
his exceptional service to the Friends.
In these past few months there have been outstanding music and speaker
programs, including historical re-enactors of Florida history, autism awareness,
and Latin music, and the upcoming May programs are excellent. The Art Wall
continues to display local artists. Under the management of Jennifer Hoag and
Paula Nardon, Seymour’s Bookstore is thriving, and Alice Wilson’s pop-up book
sales are very successful. The Board is working diligently to bring even more
popular programs for 2022/23. Check out our updated website at folpvbfl.org.
The Ponte Vedra Beach Friends of the Library succeeds because of you, our
members. If you are not a member, consider joining. If you do not want to be a
member, but enjoy our programming, consider a donation. Laurie and I encourage
everyone to participate in both our programs as well as the first-rate ones offered
for all ages by the Library. The more Friends we have, the more we can do!
Laurie Kelly and Kathleen Cohen
Co-Presidents, Friends of the Library

Doug and Leona Wilson. Doug
accepts a plaque at the FOL
Annual Meeting.

From left to right: Amy Ring, Jessica Hayes,
John Cellucci, and Sarah Carlson at the FOL
Annual Meeting.

B OOK R EVIEWS
Children’s Books
Economics for the Young
Even young children (preschool to grade 3) understand the
purpose of money and what we do with it. But do they know how
to get it and how everyday items in the home are acquired? Young
children will also have difficulty with the difference between
needs and wants, as they watch what their friends have.
The first book I found would go under "Human Resources":
Librarian on the Roof! A True Story by M.G. King, illustrated by
Stephen Gilpin, @2010, 32 pages, grades K-3, is an event that
took place in 2000 in the town of Lockhart,Texas. The new
librarian, RoseAleta Laurell, decided to draw attention to the old
library built in1899, which needed new books, furnishings and
computers. RoseAleta climbed up on the roof of the old building
and stayed there for a week. The townspeople of Lockhart had by
then donated almost $40,000 to refurbish the library. It was a
success! The cartoon-like illustrations add a lot showing people's
emotions.
"Natural Resources" are featured in the book Energy Island:
How one Community Harnesses the Wind and Changed the
World, written and illustrated by Allan Drummond, @2011, 36
pages, grades 1 - 3. Located in Denmark, the island of Samso won
a competition to become independent of nonrenewable energy,
and how to scientifically save energy. The story starts with a
teacher responsible for developing renewable energy, such as
wind and solar, to the island. It took many years to convince the
island population of it's worth, but eventually it was free from
any outside energy sources.
The next book falls under "Human Resources". Building Our
House, written and illustrated by Jonathan Bean, @2013, 44
pages, preschool to grade 2. tells us about the very beginning of
buying a lot, building a house using rocks and sand for cement,
lumber for walls, bringing in electricity, water and sewers. All the
steps to a finished home are beautifully illustrated in full color.
Trees are natural resources and in the book This Tree Counts!
by Alison Formento, illustrated by Sarah Snow, @2010, 32
pages, preschool to grade 3, we find out that trees contribute to
nature by giving animals a place to live. This is a counting book
with a message: Plant more trees and the air will be cleaner, more
animals will survive, and we'll have more wood for building and
manufacturing. A school class gathers to plant saplings near their
school's only tree.
Another part of economics is "Goods and Services", and under
that category I found Orange Peel's Pocket by Rose Lewis,
illustrated by Grace Zong, @2010, 32 pages preschool to grade 2.
When Orange Peel's teacher put up a large map of China, the
children wanted to know about the country. They expected
Orange Peel to tell them as she was born there. Since she didn't
know anything, she set out after school to visit the Chinese
shopkeepers in her neighborhood. Each one slipped something
into her pocket. Those items she then used telling their class
mates about China.
Continue

"Money" is of course a big part of economics. I think it must
be part of economics and introduced to children early. Mouse
Henry gets $5 every week for helping his mother. In the book
Start Saving, Henry! by Nancy Carlson, illustrated by the
author, @2009, 32 pages, K to grade 2, Henry spends his
money right away until he sees Super Robot Dude in the store,
and tells his mother to buy it. She tells him: "You have money,
buy it yourself." So, Henry had to start saving his money every
week, but there was always something else he wanted to buy, so
it took him many months. When his grandmother came to visit,
she brought him what he had saved for, so he took his whole
family out for ice cream.
Another book called Money Madness by David Adler,
illustrated by Edward Miller, @2009, 32 pages, K - grade 3,
starts with early forms of bartering going to various items used
as money such as animals, beads, rocks, feathers. But this was
difficult since the seller didn't know how much it was worth, so
coins were invented and given specific values, But coins were
heavy, so paper money was invented. Even the use of checks,
credit cards and digital money are explained. The text is
accompanied by stylized digital art and photos of real money.
What about "Trading"? Even today people trade. Children
especially trade things from their lunch box from someone
else's lunch box. In Holland during the 1600 tulips were
bought, sold and traded to get rich. The Great Tulip Trade by
Beth Wagner Brust, illustrated by Jenny Matheson, @2005, 48
pages, K to grade 2, tells a story when Anna received eight tulips
on her birthday and planted them in a window box. When
people went by, they wanted to trade a tulip with goods such as
furniture, animals, kitchen ware and carpets. At the end Anna
had only one tulip left, but a house full of necessities.
Every child wants something they know they can't have. In the
toy store Betty Bunny's mother lets her pick out one thing, but
Betty wants everything and throws a temper tantrum, resulting
in no toy at all. In the book Betty Bunny Wants Everything,
by Michael B. Kaplan, illustrated by Stephan Jorisch, @2012,
32 pages, grades K to 3, Betty learns how to make choices.
Another category under economics is "Producers " The book To
Market, To Market by Anne Miranda, illustrated by Janet
Stevens, @1997, 42 pages, preschool to grade 2, starts with
the famous nursery rhyme: "To market, to market, to buy a fat
pig..." the story continues with a woman buying one animal
after another, which turns out being a disaster as she tries to
make soup for lunch. This rhyming story with colorful and
hilarious illustrations is very entertaining for the young child.
This book is an example of the illustrations telling the story.
I had a lot of fun looking at these ten books and learned
something too. Happy reading with your child!
Marianne Stein
FOL Board Member

M USIC & S PEAK ERS S ERIES
SPEAKER SERIES
On Tuesday, May 17, RONA BRINLEE will give us lots of suggestions on what to read this
summer. Rona Brinlee is the owner of The BookMark book store in Neptune Beach. Rona
and her husband purchased the store in 1995 and moved it to its current location in
2010. She received her B.A. from Barnard College and her Ph.D. from Columbia
University before moving to Jacksonville in 1980 to start the Anthropology Department
at the University of North Florida.

Rona Brinlee

The BookMark is known for its carefully created selections, diverse offerings, and host to
best-selling authors on a regular basis. It also offers book recommendations to numerous
book clubs in the area. The store is located at the corner of 1st and Orange Streets in
Neptune Beach. In August 2022, the BookMark will celebrate 32 years in the beaches!

DR. GERSON YESSIN MUSIC SERIES
The last Concert of the season will be Tuesday, May 3rd, with concert pianist Lucy
Chen performing with UNF graduate student Corina Danica on violin. Also
performing will be UNF students Evan Guttormson, violin, Grace Raper, cello, and
Eunice Palily, piano. The Cathedral Arts Project String Ensemble with Conductor
Joshua Stone will also perform.
Lucy Chen is the Vice President of Advocacy and Community Engagement for CAP.
Lucy began playing piano at age 3 and has continued ever since performing at
Carnegie Hall, St. Martin-in-the-Fields in London and the Spring of the Shanghai
Concert Series. Lucy continues to promote and work with students of all ages and
advocates for access and equity in arts education.

Lucy Chen

The Music Programs and Speaker Series start at 6:30 pm in the FOL Room at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. Doors open at 6:00 pm. Free and open to the public.

March Music and Speakers Series Events you may have Enjoyed

Mandalla performed on March 8th

Eloy Castroverde presented on March 15th
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B RANCH M ANAGERS R EPORT
Greetings, fellow bibliophiles!
I hope this issue of Check This Out finds you ready for a great summer at your library
because that’s what we have in store! From storytimes to special weekly children’s
programs, we have your family’s summer educational entertainment set with stories,
songs, and sea-spray to tide you along! (Yes, the theme for youth this summer is Oceans of
Possibilities!) Adults will have their own reading challenges, too, and we are looking
forward to an even better implementation of ReadSquared, your online portal to tracking
summer reading. For those of you like me who really like paper, we will also offer paper
logs so you can easily track your page progress over the next few months.
If you find yourself a little bored this summer, I encourage you to check out our array of inperson and virtual programs, including some featuring talks by popular bestselling
authors. Details are available in this publication as well as at the library’s web site,
www.sjcpls.org. And don’t limit your web site search to just PVB Library events as virtual
events are available to anyone, anywhere- just click on “Upcoming Events” and then choose “Virtual Events” to see all the
fun you can access from home or on the go and for all ages.
If you haven’t checked out our newest database, Universal Class, you’re missing out! It’s a new database available from the
library’s e-Library link with hundreds of classes from which to choose. To find it click on “e-Library,” from our homepage,
then “Databases” and scroll down the alphabetical list to Universal Class to discover what you will learn next!
We look forward to welcoming you and your families to the library this summer!
See you soon!
Amy Ring
Branch Manager

AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH EVENT
On April 6th, the Friends of the Library sponsored an
Autism Acceptance Month event featuring the local
Wright and Groshell Families as well as representatives
from HEAL Foundation and BridgeHaven Academy,
focused on celebrating the book Hostage to Silence by
Brady Wright and featuring artwork by Gentry
Groshell.

Musical Madness

W.A.V.E. Self Defense Course

L IBRARY P ROGRAMS

After school ends, be sure to stop by the library to learn how
you can earn FREE BOOKS just for reading this summer!
Special thanks to the Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library for generously supporting our
2022 Summer Reading program.

JUNE & JULY LIBRARY PROGRAMS FOR YOUTHS
RSVPs for June’s programs will open on May 15th.
RSVPs for July’s programs will open on June 15th.
In-Person: Weekly Storytimes Please RSVP on sjcpls.org
“Beach Babies” Babytime – June and July,
Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m.
A perfect first storytime for babies! This gentle lapsit program
features action rhymes, songs, and stories presented in a circle time
format. Up to 12 months; siblings welcome.
“Story Surfers” Family Storytime – June and July,
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
This interactive storytime for the whole family encourages physical,
social, and language & literacy development. For toddlers and
preschoolers; siblings welcome.
In-Person: Weekly Summer Reading Programs Please RSVP on
sjcpls.org. For ages K-5; siblings welcome.

Week 5: Mr. Richard’s Sing-Along Fun, July 12 at 3:00 p.m.
Orlando's Mr. Richard performs original songs for the swing set
crowd, accompanying himself on guitar and harmonica. With singalong tunes Mr. Richard plays music for hip kids.
Week 6: Marine Life of Northeast Florida with Marineland’s Terran
McGinnis, July 19 at 3:00 p.m. We share our beautiful coastline
with so many other species. Join us to learn about some of the most
iconic marine animals living in the waters of Northeast Florida, and
how to be good neighbors and protectors to this beautiful wildlife.
Week 7: STEM Adventures with Anastasia Island Library staff, July
26 at 3:00 p.m. Fans of STEM (science, technology, engineering and
math) will love this hands-on STEM adventure with our friends
from the Anastasia Island Branch Library!
Week 8: End of Summer Reading All-You-Can-Eat Ice Cream Party,
August 2 at 3:00 p.m. Celebrate a summer spent reading with ice
cream and toppings! Non-dairy treat options available.
Other Programs: Please RSVP on sjcpls.org

Oceans of Possibilities:
Week 1: Ocean Story Adventures with Ponte Vedra Beach Library
Staff, June 14 at 3:00 p.m. From Viking ships to turtle tales and
everything in between, dive into great ocean stories with our Youth
Services Team, Ms. Lisa and Ms. Jane!
Week 2: Astronaut-Aquanaut with STEM Author Jennifer Swanson,
June 21 at 3:00 p.m. Why do we explore? And which is better,
space or under the sea? With interactive questions and lots of
pictures, students will compare the benefits of each extreme
environment. Then we’ll use that knowledge for a debate!
Week 3: Under the Sea with SJC Naturalist Kelly Ussia, June 28 at
3:00 p.m.Our oceans are full of amazing creatures from sea turtles,
to dolphins, to sharks; there is so much to learn about those that
live under the sea. Join St. Johns County Parks and Recreation for an
interactive talk all about how unique these animals are.
Week 4: Fantastic Fossils with Hastings Library Staff, July 5 at
3:00 p.m. From the ancient Florida Ocean to the age of the land
mammal, explore the history you can find right under your feet at
your local beaches. Practice being a paleontologist and learn about
famous kid collectors. This program is brought to you by Ms.
Michelle and Ms. Emily of the Hastings Branch Library.

In-Person: Nature Detective Workshops for Kids, July 16, 11 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. The popular Nature Detective workshops are back
and this year we celebrate hummingbirds! To make this year’s event
even more special, award-winning author Marta Magellan has
written a book for us titled Hummingbirds: Flying Jewels! Students
will learn about our regional hummer, the ruby throated
hummingbird, and we will have lots of fun facts, activities, and a
video to help our detectives learn more about this bit of flying
magic! As a special treat, the Ponte Vedra Library workshops will
have an author visit from Ms. Magellan and a chance to have their
books (free with the program) signed. For kids ages 6-12. Sponsored
by the Friends of the Library and the Garden Club of St. Augustine.
In-Person: Teen Retro Gaming June 20 and 27, July 18 and 25,
5-7:30 p.m. Revisit old friends on the PS3, SNES, WiiU, or (for the
newbies) the Nintendo Switch. Want to keep it super old school?
Bring a DM and try your hand at D&D or other tabletop games. No
RSVP required. Gaming snacks provided. For teens only, please.
Zoom: Erin Hunter Book Club, June 13 and July 11, 4:00 p.m.
Warriors fans, this virtual tween and teen Erin Hunter Book Club is
for you! Join Librarian Ms. Lisa and other warrior cat fans for an
adventure through Erin Hunter’s Warriors books.

L IBRARY P ROGRAMS
SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
Conversations with Authors
Series via Zoom

Wed., June 22 at 6 pm via Zoom:
With Nita Prose, author of
The Maid

Nita Prose

Wed., July 13 at 6 pm via Zoom:
With Nina de Gramont, author of
The Christie Affair

Nina de Gramont

Wed., August 3 at 6 pm via Zoom:
With Brendan Slocumb, author of
The Violin Conspiracy
Brendan Slocumb

Please note that these Zoom events will be recorded and
available to those who RSVP for viewing after this event.
Please RSVP even if you cannot attend live and wish to
watch this event! RSVP at www.sjcpls.org and a Zoom link
will be sent to you the day before the event. You must have
a Zoom account to participate in this event, and you can get
a free Zoom account at www.zoom.us.
The Book Lovers Book Club – run by the Adult Services
Staff at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library – will be
reading the same book highlighted in that month's
"Conversations with Authors" event. All are welcome to
join us for the in-person Book Lovers Book Club meetings
or the Zoom Book Lovers Book Club meetings! Please visit
www.sjcpls.org or call our Library at
827-6950 for more information.

A RT WALL
JESSICA SHOCKLEY HALL - EXHIBITING IN JUNE & JULY
Jessica Shockley Hall is an oil painter and has practiced sporadically
throughout her adult life, learning and working with other artists,
recently making painting her primary focus. Putting her unique
contemporary spin on a long-held tradition of artists who have been
inspired by the beauty of nature. Jessica is currently working on a
body of work based on and inspired by various flora. She is drawn to
flowers, particularly for their vibrant beauty and endless
opportunities to play with color and form. Currently she is looking
forward to sharing her new collection of succulents, a slight detour
from flowers, but finds them also a delightful and charismatic
subject. As with all of her paintings, she hopes, "the joy I felt painting
them is felt by the viewer and brings life to someone's home." She is
thrilled and honored to have the opportunity to share her work for the
second time at the Ponte Vedra Beach Library.
You can follow her work on both facebook @jessicashallart and
instagram @jessica_s_hall_art.

Be sure to view Anna Miller’s paintings on exhibit through the month of May.

www.amilarte.com

MARISA YOW – EXHIBITING IN AUGUST & SEPTEMBER
Marisa Yow grew up in Ponte Vedra; her love of the Arts pushed her to
pursue a B.A. in Art History, a B.F.A. in Painting, and an M.F.A. from
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia. Working
predominantly between the territories of mixed media drawing and
painting, small- to large-scale, Marisa Yow produces works that create
a simultaneously visually and emotionally thought-provoking
atmosphere. "I hope to continue to create with an authentic visual
voice that others find they connect with." Marisa is currently an
adjunct Humanities instructor at FSCJ and teaches drawing and
painting classes privately and in small groups at her studio.
Web: www.marisayow.com
Instagram: marisa_yow.
Email: marisayowart@gmail.com

Editor:

Maureen Wildey

Membership Info: 273-3990

Seymour’s Bookstore
A Lunch & Learn for Seymour’s Bookstore volunteers was held in March.
Thank you, volunteers!
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LIBRARY CLOSINGS
Wednesday, May 4, for Staff Development Day
Monday, May 30, for Memorial Day
Monday, July 4, for Independence Day

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to make the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch of the St. Johns County Public Library System an outstanding educational, cultural, civic and
recreational center for the community. This will be achieved by providing supplemental books, materials, volunteers and programs; fundraising and
advocating on behalf of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. By enlisting support of all those dedicated to disseminating knowledge, we believe
the community will be enhanced and enriched.

