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MESSAGE FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS
Welcome back from summer vacation!
School’s now in full swing and we’re ready
for the Fall. Our music series will resume
soon, and Seymour’s Bookstore is stock
full of quality books for your perusal.
Speaking of Seymour’s, did you know that
it is run and maintained by the Friends?
With a dedicated staff of volunteers,
Seymour’s sales help fund the Friends,
who in turn help the library with
programming and collections. Please be
Kathleen Cohen and Laurie Kelly
sure to check out our signature bookstore.
The St. Johns County Reads book will be announced soon and there will be lots of
fun and creative programs associated with the book.
At the end of May, we said goodbye to our amazing librarian of 15 years, Amy
Ring. Amy’s dedication and smiling face will be greatly missed and we wish her
nothing but the best in her new job as special projects manager with growth
management in St. Johns County. At least our county still has the benefit of her
extraordinary talents. In the meantime, our crack library staff is working hard to
keep up with the ever growing demands of the library system. They are doing a
fantastic job. Don’t forget to thank them on your next visit.
If you are receiving this newsletter by mail, you are already a Friend, and we thank
you wholeheartedly. Whether you’re an avid user of the library or a fervent
believer in the importance of the institution of the library for our community, the
Friends benefit from your devotion. Please spread the word among your friends so
we can continue to fulfill our mission.
Thank you.
Laurie Kelly and Kathleen Cohen
Co-Presidents, Friends of the Library

Paula Nardon, Asst. Manager, Seymour’s
Bill Oppenheimer
Marianne Stein, Speaker Series
Sharon van Hees, Art Wall
Maureen Wildey, Editor, Check This Out
Alice Wilson, Manager, Book Sales

Visit our Website at: www.folpvbfl.org

FOL signed Checkout

Goodbye lunch for Amy Ring

Gift of art from Leslie Kleiman

B OOK R EVIEWS
Oh! William

Sunshine State Young Readers Awards

OH! WILLIAM is the latest saga in the life of Lucy Barton from
the prize-winning, MY NAME IS LUCY BARTON and
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE, by Elizabeth Strout. The book is
written in the first person as if you and Lucy were having a
conversation, catching up on her life.
Strout has this enviable ability to write in the simplest
language about deep feelings and subjects. “Strout doesn’t dress
language up in a tuxedo when a wool sweater will suffice.”
William was Lucy’s first husband, and this book begins after
her second, deeply loved, husband, David, has died. With two
daughters, now in their 20s, she and William have developed a
friendly relationship. Married to his much younger third wife,
Estelle, William was the first person Lucy called after David
died, saying, “Oh, William, help me.”
It may seem strange to see them this way, since Lucy left him
because “I saw, with a kind of dull disc of dread in my chest,
that with his pleasant manner, his mild expressions, he was
unavailable.” He was also cheating on her with the woman who
became his second wife. But William rescued her from the
harsh, poverty-stricken home she grew up in, when she met him
during her first year of college. He was the person she felt “safe”
with, “had a home” with. Now she is a successful writer, living
a sophisticated life in New York City.
When she travels to Maine with William because he learned
that he had a half-sister there, the women have all read Lucy’s
books. In the library, the staff brings out her books to be
autographed. Their trip together reveals personality traits that
were not obvious to the reader before, and we see how
interdependent they are.
There are so many themes to think about, from the effects of
childhood, the influence of parents, abandonment and
loneliness, that are hidden beneath the surface. And there is a
little mystery at the end to decipher.

The Sunshine State Junior books are for children ages 4 - 7
years. These are awarded by the Florida Association for Media
in Education. Every spring the books are purchased for the
library with funds given by the Friends of the Library. This year,
2022, fifteen books were picked. I picked four that looked
interesting. First there is the Shark Report by Derek Anderson,
61 pages, grades K - 2, @2020. Benny McGee was afraid to go
swimming because of sharks. He imagined a shark following
him, and one morning on the way to school he met a great,
white shark. Having studied them in school, Benny knew he
wouldn't be eaten, but he freaked out. All the facts about sharks
came back to Benny, but after making friends with him, Benny
learned a lot more. The shark, Mr. Chompers, became part of the
family, but when Benny had to make a shark report, a
fisherman tried to catch him on the way to school. Mr.
Chompers got away, but Benny was without his science report.
A series of easy-to-read books, called Aladdin Quix books for
children in grades K to 3rd by different authors, have lots of
action, lively illustrations, colorful characters and word lists.
One of those is Geeger the Robot Goes to School by Jarrett
Lerner, 71 pages, grades K - 3, @2020. Geeger, the robot, is
hungry all the time, and eats everything he sees when his
hunger clock goes off. At the end of the day, he plugs himself
into his DIGEST-O-TRON 5000 which sucks up all the rotten
food Geeger has eaten and changes it into electricity that powers
the town. But Geeger is lonely and wants to go to school with
children. When he ends up in a classroom and tells the class all
about himself, he gets hungry and starts eating a globe and
some pencils. Is he in trouble? You better believe it. Eventually
Geeger learns to know what to eat and not to eat. A fun book
with stylized illustration by Serge Seidlitz.
Another award book is you matter by Christian Robinson, ages
4 - 8 years, @2020. This is a true picture book in the very sense
as it has whole page illustrations with one sentence text on each
page. The purpose of this book seems to be to encourage
children to see their own worth without comparing themselves
to their friends by engaging with the world in a new way.
The next awards book is based on a real event. Kamala and
Maya's Big Idea by Meena Harris, illustrated by Ana Ramirez
Gonzales, @2020, ages 4 - 8, tells the story in vivid pictures
and text of how the author's mother and aunt realized their
dream of turning their apartment building's courtyard into a
playground. With everybody's help and contributions and to
the landlord's big surprise, they succeeded. The story shows
that even children's influence can make a big change. Kamala,
in this story, is the current Vice President of the USA. A very
attractive picture book with an interesting theme.

by, Carolee Bertisch

Are you receiving our periodic
email bulletins?
Visit the Contact page
of our website,
http://folpvbfl.org/contact-us
to add or update your email address.

Marianne Stein
FOL Board Member

M USIC S ERIES
DR. GERSON YESSIN MUSIC SERIES 2022/23
October 11th - UNF Jazz Ensemble I
November 15th - Lawson Ensemble, Chamber Music
January 10th at Nocatee Crosswater Hall - Noel Catura blues and Jazz Ensemble
February 7th - Grass Menagerie- Blue Grass
March 21st - Now Is the Time, Jazz
April 11th - Amelia Island Opera performing Leonard Bernstein
May 9th - Lantana Trio, Chamber Music

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER PERFORMANCES
UNF JAZZ ENSEMBLE I
On Tuesday, October 11th, the University of North Florida
Jazz Ensemble I will be opening the 2022/2023 Dr Gerson
Yessin Music Series. This group is the flagship Ensemble of
the prestigious UNF Jazz Studies Program. Thanks to the
visionary leadership of Rich Matteson in 1986, UNF JEI
has enjoyed the reputation of being one of the finest
collegiate jazz ensembles worldwide. Jazz Ensemble I has
won numerous group and individual awards and has been
invited to perform at prestigious jazz festivals in both the
U.S. and Europe. They are under the direction of J.B. Scott.
UNF Jazz Ensemble I

LAWSON ENSEMBLE
On Tuesday, November 15th, the FOL will be presenting the
Lawson Ensemble. The Lawson Ensemble was formed in
2015 as a result of the group members’ desire to
consistently perform chamber music at a level of excellence
and commitment to share with the Jacksonville and
regional community. Founding Members are violinist
Aurica Duca, violinist/violist Clinton Dewing and cellist
Nick Curry. Aurica and Clinton are husband and wife and
are both full time members of the Jacksonville Symphony.
Nick is the Associate Professor of Cello Studies at UNF
where he teaches.
Lawson Ensemble

The Music Series is free and open to the public in the Ponte Vedra Library's FOL Room.
The performances start at 6:30; doors open at 6:00.

S PEAK ER S ERIES
R AYMOND W ONG

ON

T HE I NSIDER S PY

On Saturday, September 17th at 2:00, we feature Raymond Wong who will provide
insight into the Spy of the Century: Robert Hansen. Mr. Hansen was a very religious
family man, who served with the FBI for more than twenty years. He was a spy for the
Soviet Union most of that time selling secrets and causing the deaths of many U.S. agents
in Russia. The FBI and CIA knew there was a mole, but each pointed their fingers at each
other. How was he caught? Come and find out on Saturday, September 17th at 2:00.
Raymond Wong

D EBRA M URPHY

ON

B EYOND

VAN

G OGH

On Tuesday, October 18th at 6:30 pm we welcome Dr. Debra Murphy, professor of art history and the inaugural chair of
the department of art and design at the University of North Florida. Dr. Murphy teaches courses in Ancient Roman Art and
Architecture, Italian Renaissance Art and Baroque Art. She has served on the Board of Trustees of the Jacksonville Museum
of Contemporary Art and its Executive Committee. Her talk, Beyond van Gogh, will provide insight on the artist's work
and life in a scholarly and entertaining lecture on October 18th at 6:30.

T HE W ORKS AND L IFE OF V INCENT V AN G OGH :
T RIBULATIONS AND T RIUMPH
The paintings of Vincent Van Gogh (1853-1890) are among the most popular and beloved
of modern artists. Recent Van Gogh “immersion experiences” have only increased interest
in his prodigious output of works and his troubled life. The Van Gogh Museum in
Amsterdam attracts several million visitors annually.

Vincent van Gogh

M AKE

UNF Art History professor Debra Murphy will explore and examine Van Gogh’s life and
artistic production. The lecture will consider his biography, his major works, significant
influences on his artistic development (Japanese prints and the Impressionists, for
example), and the greater context surrounding his life including important individuals
such as his brother Theo, and the contemporary artist, Paul Gauguin.

AND

T AKE P ROGRAM

In November the Speaker Series becomes a "hands-on" program brought to us by Painting
with a Twist: “It’s fun art not fine art.” You will paint a holiday wreath with acrylics on
canvas that afternoon. This is a "make and take" event where all the materials are available
to the artist. The date is Saturday, November 12th from2:00 – 4:00 pm. Reserve your
seat by calling Jan Bialka at 904-285-1114 and leave your name and telephone number
before November 7, 2022. Please bring $20 in cash for materials.

T HE S PEAKER S ERIES IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
IN THE P ONTE V EDRA L IBRARY ' S FOL R OOM .

S EYMOUR ’ S B OOKSTORE
Seymour’s Bookstore volunteers have become a large part of the success of the recent “Bargain Lobby” book sales! During
the Summer Bargain Lobby sale in June, the Seymour’s volunteers handled an average of 30% of the daily book sales.
(topping off at 53% one day!) The book sale has an honor box for customers to drop their payments in, yet many customers
often require change so they utilize Seymour’s cashier to make their purchases. Seymour’s volunteers were also available
to make change for customers in the lobby on the first few busiest days of the sale.
The Bargain Lobby book sales in turn boost overall sales at Seymour’s! Our volunteers noted many customers of the book
sale are first time visitors at Seymour’s and are impressed with our selection! They often browse the store and make
purchases from Seymour’s along with their book sale purchases.
Did you know your used book, DVD, Audiobooks, CDs and other donations directly benefit the library? Donations are
sorted and generally anything published within the past 5 years is sold in Seymour’s (with the exception of Classics and
other nonfiction books that remain timeless). Donations with older publication dates are sold through the Bargain Lobby
Book Sales. All proceeds from both sources benefit the library!
We want to thank our Seymour’s volunteers for their
collaboration with the Bargain Lobby Sales and we also want to
thank our many patrons who support Seymour’s through book
donations, cash donations and becoming members of the
Friends of the Library – Ponte Vedra Beach.

Seymour’s Volunteers assist with a Booksale

Alice Wilson, Manager of Bkk Sales

Bargain Lobby Book Sales Update
We continue to have great success with our “Bargain Lobby” book sales. Since January 2022, we have had four bargain book
sales, and the profits have exceeded $7,000! The steady flow of donations allows us to offer a sale about every six weeks.
The steady flow of customers assures us that these sales are popular with our community.
We advertise these sales about one week before the opening date, and sales generally last two weeks. They are advertised in
the lobby of the library, on the library and Friends of the Library website, and in several neighborhoods on Nextdoor. In
addition, all FOL members receive an advance email notification. If you would like to be on the email list for these sales,
(AND GET A FREE BOOK AT EACH SALE), join the Friends of the Library! Stop in Seymour’s Bookstore and ask the
volunteer about becoming an FOL member! It’s all about supporting our fabulous library!
Thank you for your donations and your patronage!
Alice Wilson
Booksale Manager

A RT WALL
Riette Gouws - August & September
Drawing and dabbling in art have been part of my life since I was a
small child growing up in South Africa. It is only after I left the
corporate world and moved from New Jersey to Florida that I started
developing my skill and style more seriously, and now I paint
almost on a daily basis.
I draw most of my inspiration from nature, and the way light and
color interact. I enjoy painting scenes where there is a strong
presence of directional light. My goal is to capture and simplify that
which grabbed my initial attention. Ultimately, I want the viewer to
experience the feeling that first attracted me to paint a subject,
whether it is a landscape, an object or an abstract piece. I love to
experiment with different mediums, from gouache to ink and
acrylics, but oil is my favorite that I always return to.
I live with my husband, teenage son, and our two cats in Ponte
Vedra Beach.

Gerry Bialka – October & November
Since retirement from his corporate finance and
economics teaching careers, Gerry has morphed into a
visual artist, mostly in painting and sculpture. His work
is figurative in the artistic tradition of historic, religious
and mythological themes. Gerry’s artistic education
includes studio and art history courses at UNF,
workshops from major artists such as Steven Assael,
Deborah Fritts, Quang Ho, Robert Liberace, Jeremy
Lipking, and Dan Thompson, as well as a two week “boot
camp” at Studio Incamminati in Philadelphia.
Gerry’s community activities have included Ghost Ranch
Georgia O’Keeffe docent, numerous positions at the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens and Beaches
Cummer, including a short stint as president and many
activities at Oceanside Rotary. He resides in Serenata
Beach with his wife Jan. Together they have two adult
children now in California.

YOUTH S ERVICES P ROGRAMS
September, October, and November Storytimes, weekly beginning Thursday, September 1. Storytimes will not be
presented on days impacted by early voting; October 27 and November 3.

BABY STORYTIME
Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m.
A perfect first storytime for babies! This gentle lapsit program features action rhymes, songs, and stories
presented in a circle time format in the children's library. For babies up to 12 months; siblings welcome.

TODDLER STORYTIME
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
This interactive storytime for toddlers encourages physical, social, and language & literacy development. Be
prepared to laugh, move, and sing! For ages 12-24 months; siblings welcome.

Alphabet Academy
Thursdays at 11:15 a.m.
Let's practice the alphabet together! Each week this storytime will feature a letter of the week to help children
learn letter shapes and sounds. For ages 24 months-Kindergarten; siblings welcome.

AND, A SPECIAL HALLOWEEN EVENT:
LITTLE ONES HALLOWEEN STORYTIME AND PARADE
October 20, 10:15 a.m.
It's that time of year for costumes, pumpkins, and of course, not-so-scary storytime stories! Little ones and their
families are invited for a special Halloween storytime and a costume parade.
Join us for seasonal fun at the library!

Children enjoying new furniture purchased by the FOL

Editor:

Maureen Wildey

Membership Info: 273-3990

Kudos to Library Staff
The Ponte Vedra Beach Branch was temporarily closed for emergency repairs due to damage caused by a lightning
strike on the afternoon of July 1. Patrons were safely evacuated from the building. Fortunately, the collection
received no damage. Portions of the roof and the electrical system were repaired and the PVB Branch reopened the
week of July 18th.
Thank you to the library staff for their calm reaction to this event and their efforts to safely reopen the branch!
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LIBRARY CLOSINGS
Labor Day - September 5, 2022

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to make the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch of the St. Johns County Public Library System an outstanding educational, cultural, civic and
recreational center for the community. This will be achieved by providing supplemental books, materials, volunteers and programs; fundraising and
advocating on behalf of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. By enlisting support of all those dedicated to disseminating knowledge, we believe
the community will be enhanced and enriched.

