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NEWS FROM SEYMOUR’S BOOKSTORE
We are delighted that 2022 was a busy year at Seymour’s Bookstore with its

complete reopening after Covid closures.  We also jumped into social media this
year giving everyone up-to-date access to what is happening, as well as a great
opportunity to watch for unique items being sold at Seymour’s.  Did you see the
antique Circa 1930 wooden puzzles, vintage Smokey the Bear Posters or the
historical National Geographic Magazines?  If not – consider finding (and liking)
us on social media at:

Supporting the Ponte Vedra Branch Library is at the center of Seymour’s mission
and 2022 was a very successful year in that regard!  In addition to financial
support from the Bookstore, Seymour’s provided hundreds of books the Library
was otherwise planning to purchase.  Examples of this include providing books on
the Library’s new acquisitions list, for their monthly book club, and for the
children’s summer reading program.  Library staff are encouraged to peruse
Seymour’s shelves for popular, high-demand titles needed at the Library to reduce
book wait times.
A big THANK YOU to our 2022 volunteers, book donors, and loyal customers for
supporting the Library through Seymour’s Bookstore.  We look forward to your
continued support in 2023!
Did you know Seymour’s has a book search service?  If you visit and do not find
the book you are looking for, please let the cashier know.  Our volunteers will
watch for the book and call you when we receive it.
We encourage your feedback as we make changes to Seymour’s Bookstore.  Please
note your comments in our guestbook located near the new release section at store.

Jennifer Hoag & Paula Nardon
Manager/
Asst. Manager 
at Seymour’s
Bookstore
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ADULT PROGRAMS

RSVP online at www.sjcpls.org
for events as listed. 

Please call for online assistance at 
(904) 827-6950

December 2022 

“A Date with Downton”
In-Person Event

(rescheduled from September 2022)
Friday, December 9 from 11am – 1:30pm
(online RSVP's required for this event)

We’ll watch the movie “Downton Abbey: A
New Era,” enjoy light refreshments and
photo ops, dress up if you wish, and we’ll
raffle off a copy of the behind-the-scenes
book about the new “Downton Abbey”

movie:  
Downton Abbey: A New Era: The Official

Film Companion.

Book Lovers Book Club
In-Person Event

Holiday Party, Readers’ Choice, 
and Preview for 2023

Friday, December 16 from 11 – 12:15 pm
The Book Lovers Book Club will be

celebrating an amazing year of reading and
discussing literature together! At this

holiday party, each attendee is invited to
share a favorite book with our Book Club

members.

Book Lovers Book Club
Zoom Event

Holiday Party, Readers’ Choice, 
and Preview for 2023

Wednesday, December 14 from 6 – 7:15pm
(online RSVP's required for this event)

January 2023

St. Johns Reads
In-Person Event

“Musical Madness” Concert Series
Jacksonville Symphony’s String Quartet
Tuesday, January 10 from 4 – 5pm 
(online RSVP's required for this event)
Everyone is invited to join us for an

interactive and educational concert presented
by the String Quartet of the Jacksonville

Symphony! In honor of our 2023 St. Johns
Reads selection, Buttermilk Graffiti, written
by Chef Edward Lee, the String Quartet will
perform music celebrating regional diversity
of America, teach about their instruments,

answer questions, and give you an
opportunity to learn about and meet these

talented performers. 

Book Lovers Book Club
Come celebrate St. Johns Reads 2023 with us

by discussing our 2023 selection 
Buttermilk Graffiti by Chef Edward Lee
Friday, January 13 from 11am – 12:15pm
Print copies, while they last, are available at
the Adult Reference Desk at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library for checkout with your

SJCPLS library card. This book is also
available for checkout in via our SJCPLS

online catalog and in downloadable formats
via Overdrive with your SJCPLS library card.

Author Event 

Chef Edward Lee, Buttermilk Graffiti
(Event held offsite!)

Saturday, January 14 at 2 pm 
Join SJCPLS for a special St. Johns Reads

event featuring the author of our 2023 book
pick! We are pleased to host Chef Edward
Lee and discuss his book “Buttermilk
Graffiti: A Chef’s Journey to Discover

America’s New Melting-Pot Cuisine,” talk
about his writing process, and explore his
passion for food and culture. Please note:
This event is being held offsite at First Coast

Technical College Character Counts
Conference Center, Bldg. C, 2980 Collins

Ave., St. Augustine, FL. This event is free and
registration is not required. For more
information, visit our St. Johns Reads

webpage (www.sjcpls.org/st-johns-reads-
2023/) or email

sjcpls@tblc.libanswers.com.

St. Johns Reads is generously supported by
the St. Johns County Public Library System’s

Friends of the Library groups.

Sisterhood of the Traveling Plants Presents
“Flavor and Flair:  Incorporating Edibles Into

Regional Arrangements”
Saturday, January 21 from 12 – 2pm 
(online RSVP's required for this event)

Please join us for the return of the Sisterhood
of the Traveling Plants in person! This event
honors our 2023 St. Johns Reads selection,

Buttermilk Graffiti. The Sisterhood –
comprised of Cathy Snyder and Marilyn
Smith – library lovers, avid readers and

gardeners, and members of the Garden Club
of St. Augustine – will show you, in an

educational and entertaining way, how to put
together unique, regional flower

arrangements using both flowers and food!

“Musical Madness” Concert Series
Jacksonville Symphony’s Woodwind Quintet

Celebrates Black History Month
Tuesday, January 31 from 4 – 5pm 
(online RSVP's required for this event)

Join us for an interactive and educational
concert presented by the Woodwind Quintet
of the Jacksonville Symphony! In celebration

of Black History Month, the Woodwind
Quintet will perform music celebrating Black
musicians, teach about their instruments,

answer questions, and give you an
opportunity to learn about and meet these

talented performers. 

Book Lovers Book Club
Zoom Event

Buttermilk Graffiti by Chef Edward Lee
Wednesday, January 11 from 6 – 7:15pm
(online RSVP's required for this event)

Come celebrate St. Johns Reads 2023 with us
by discussing our 2023 selection,

Buttermilk Graffiti, by Chef Edward Lee!

February 2023

Book Lovers Book Club
In-Person Event

The Girls in the Stilt House 
by Kelly Mustian

Friday, February 10 from 11 – 12:15pm
Our February selection is The Girls in the
Stilt House by Kelly Mustian, a book which
also honors Black History Month. New

members are always welcome! Print copies,
while they last, are available at the Adult
Reference Desk at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library for checkout with your
SJCPLS library card. This title is also

available for checkout in physical formats 
via our SJCPLS online catalog or in

downloadable formats via Overdrive with
your SJCPLS library card.

Black History Month
Friday Film – “The Green Book” (PG-13)
Friday, February 24 from 11am – 1pm

Please join us for a matinee showing of the
Academy Award-winning film "The Green
Book" (rated PG-13) on our 96" screen with
plenty of sound! This movie presentation is
in honor of Black History Month. No online
RSVP's are required! Bottled water will be
provided. You are welcome to bring any

snacks you wish.

Book Lovers Book Club
Zoom Event

The Girls in the Stilt House by Kelly Mustian
We will discuss our February selection, The
Girls in the Stilt House by Kelly Mustian.

New members are always welcome! 
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YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAMS

December 2022
RSVP on sjcpls.org or at the library

Snowy Blowy Storytimes
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 4:00 p.m. and
Thursday, Dec. 8 at 10:15 a.m.

When we have chilly days outside, it's time
to warm up with cozy stories at the library!
Little ones and their families are invited for
a special winter-themed storytime with Ms.
Lisa and Ms. Jane -- we'll even have a special

snowy craft and treats! Please RSVP.

January and February Storytimes 
RSVP on sjcpls.org or at the library.

Babytime – Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m. 
A perfect first storytime for babies! This
gentle lapsit program features action

rhymes, songs, and stories presented in a
circle time format. For babies up to 12

months; siblings welcome.

Toddler Storytime
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. This interactive
storytime for toddlers encourages physical,
social, and language & literacy development.
Be prepared to laugh, move, and sing! For
ages 12-24 months; siblings welcome.

Alphabet Academy
Thursdays at 11:15 a.m. Let's practice the
alphabet together! Each week this storytime
will feature a letter of the week to help

children learn letter shapes and sounds. For
ages 24 months to Kindergarten; siblings

welcome.

January 2023

LEGO STEM Adventures
2nd and 4th Thurs. each month at 4:00 p.m.
and Sat, Jan 14 at 10:15 a.m. Students have
an opportunity to build, code, and create
with LEGO Spike Essential Prime kits!

IMPORTANT: This program is for students in
grades 2-5 and class size is limited. Register
for only one class in January. The same
project will be repeated for all January

classes. Also, please register only the child
attending the class (no adults or siblings,

please). Please RSVP.

Virtual Event
Erin Hunter (Warriors) Book Club –

Mondays, Jan 9 and Jan 23 at 4:00 p.m.
Teens and tweens are invited to join

Librarian Ms. Lisa for an adventure through
Erin Hunter's Warriors books! Presented

through Zoom. Please RSVP.

Kids STEM Activity
"It's ALIVE - Composting Zombies" - Thurs,
Jan 5 at 4:00 pm and Sat, Jan 7 at 10:15
am. For grades 1st-5th. Please RSVP.

Creative Kids - Making MusicWednesday,
January 18 at 4:00 p.m. For children in

grades 1st - 5th. Please RSVP.

Kids Crafternoon
Wednesdays, Jan 11 and Jan 25 at 3:00 p.m.
Come and create! This is a drop-in program.
Crafts are available while supplies last.

Journaling 
for Grades 6th-12th – Tuesday, January 3 at
5:30 p.m. Supplies will be provided. This
event is for 6th-12th graders only, please.

RSVP recommended.
Teen Social/Gaming Hour
for Grades 6th-12th - Tuesday, 

January 10 at 5:30.
Chocolate Making for Grades 6th-12th –
Tuesday, January 17 at 5:30 p.m. Supplies
will be provided. This event is for 6th-12th

graders only. Please RSVP.

February 2023

LEGO STEM Adventures
2nd and 4th Thurs each month at 4:00 p.m.

and Sat, Feb 11 at 10:15
Please see January description for specific

information. Please RSVP.

Virtual Event
Erin Hunter (Warriors) Book Club –

Mondays, Feb 13 and Feb 27 at 4:00 p.m.
Teens and tweens are invited to join

Librarian Ms. Lisa for an adventure through
Erin Hunter's Warriors books! Presented

through Zoom. Please RSVP.

Ukulele Beginner's Club
Weds. Feb 1, Feb 8 and Feb 15 at 4:00 p.m.
For children ages 7-12. Bring your own
ukulele or check out one of ours. Space is

limited to 10. Please RSVP.

Kids STEM Activity
"It's ALIVE - The Magic of Green:

Photosynthesis" - Thurs, Feb 2 at 4:00 p.m.
and Sat, Feb 4 at 10:15 a.m. For children in

grades 1st-5th. Please RSVP.

Creative Kids
Candle Making - Thursday, Feb 16 at 4:00

p.m. For children in grades 1st - 5th. 
Please RSVP.

Kids Crafternoon
Wednesdays, Feb 8 and Feb 22 at 3:00 p.m.
Come and create! This is a drop-in program.
Crafts are available while supplies last.

Exploring African Textiles
for Grades 6th-12th – Tuesday, February 7 at
5:30 p.m. Supplies will be provided. This

event is for 6th-12th graders only. 
Please RSVP

Teen Social/Gaming Hour
for Grades 6th-12th - Tuesday, February 14

at 5:30 pm.

Candle Making
for Grades 6th-12th – Tuesday, February 21
at 5:30 p.m. Supplies will be provided. This

event is for 6th-12th graders only. 
Please RSVP.

BARGAIN BOOK SALES

Thank you to sorting team, Stephanie
Sommers, Marsha Byers, and Gabi Stevens
for their help with donations. These
“behind the scene” volunteers work to
organize Bargain Booksales as well as fill
the shelves of Seymour’s Bookstore. We
couldn’t do it without you!
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

MESSAGE FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS
What a Fall it has been!  By the time you read this, both Halloween and
Thanksgiving will be behind us, and we will all be preparing for the
Christmas and New Year holidays.  Our Library is busy as ever, with well-
attended programming for all ages.  In October, the UNF Jazz Ensemble I
and the Beyond Van Gogh presentation drew standing room only
attendees.  The Lobby Book Sales continue to be successful; plan on
visiting our December sale for all those readers on your holiday gift list.
Laurie and I would like to thank our library volunteers for their patience
and understanding with the county’s new background check policy.
While it has been challenging to navigate the paperwork, the procedure
seems to be working more smoothly now.
On November 14, we will welcome our new Branch Manager Kim Odom.
She comes to us from the Jacksonville Public Library system and
Charleston, South Carolina.  Please stop in and say hello to her.  Don’t forget to say good-bye to Todd Booth, who
has been a most excellent interim Manager.  We will miss him, but I’m sure the Southeast Branch will be happy
for his return.
By now you should have received your membership renewal letter for the Friends of the Library.  Your $30
membership makes it possible to support popular programs like the Music and Speakers Series, and many of the
children’s, teens’, and adult programs.  The Friends contribute at least $50,000 each year to purchase books,
audiobooks, ebooks, DVDs, equipment, and furnishings.  If you have already renewed, thank you.  If you are
reading this, but are not a Friend, please join.  It’s easy—fill out a membership form available in Seymour’s, or
visit our website www.folpvbfl.org to join online.

Laurie Kelly and Kathleen Cohen
Co-Presidents, Friends of the Library

Kathleen Cohen and Laurie Kelly 

Todd Booth

A special “Thank You” to Todd Booth (Southeast Branch manager, St Johns
County) who was our interim library manager from July to November.
While still responsible for his own branch, Todd gave generously of his time
(which included a very long commute) to our PVB branch library to help us
through this period of transition. His friendly and helpful style was a
welcome addition to our library!

SPECIAL THANKS TO TODD BOOTH

We are delighted to announce that Titanium Yoga is partnering with the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. During the week of December 15-23,
Titanium Yoga will donate $1 per yoga class attendee to the Friends of the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. The FOL appreciates Titanium’s initiative
and support this holiday season.

YOGA CLASS
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Fred van Hees – Exhibiting 
in February & March

I have always enjoyed the creative process, whether it involved gardening,
making wall hanging, metal sculptures, or painting with acrylics.

I especially enjoy the freedom abstract art provides. I thank my many instructors
over the years who helped me develop my skills. A special thanks goes to Anna
Miller who provides much support and encouragement to all her students.

Leslie Kleiman – Exhibiting in December &  January
Leslie Kleiman, a native of Chicago, has lived with her husband Mike in Ponte
Vedra for the last 12 years. Her whole life she has been drawn to color, design
and texture but she didn’t start painting until she retired. Leslie’s paintings
and painting approach are a true reflection of her personality. Leslie’s
confident brushstroke evokes light, texture, color, and movement with ease.
Throughout her different works, she hopes “to convey a sense of well-being,
vibrancy and energy to the viewer.” Leslie allows the painting to take the lead;
by doing that she creates expressive pieces that communicate what she
perceives and feels. Creating and experimenting have always been a part of her
life - trying something new and growing through it.

LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY by Bonnie Gamus is my Number
One favorite book of this year. I didn’t want it to end. Every
character is a gem, including the dog, Six-Thirty. The
protagonist and heroine is Elizabeth Zott, a feminist before
her time, since the book is set in the 1960s. She is a beautiful
and brilliant chemist in an era when it was difficult for a
woman to be hired for a job in science.
The book opens when Elizabeth, a single mother, is on

television hosting a show titled Supper at Six, using
chemistry knowledge to demonstrate cooking expertise. She
says, “When women understand chemistry, they understand
how things work.” 
Then the author takes us back to unfold the events leading up
to this point.
It is Bonnie Games’s first book, published, the day before she
turned 65, after “98 rejections.” She came home after a bad
day as a copywriter and started writing what would become
LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY, taking Elizabeth from a minor
character in an earlier attempt, to becoming the main
character.
Brie Larson will produce and star in the Apple TV versions of
the book. I hope her depiction is as absurd and entertaining as

the book. What a joy to laugh out loud at the quirky
happenings and comments in this book. We all need some
humor in our lives. And love stories.
At the Hastings Institute, where Elizabeth is a minor

employee and Calvin Evans is a Nobel-nominated chemistry
star, they meet and fall madly in love. Truly soul mates, they
are an anomaly to their colleagues. Plus, Calvin is an ardent
rower (as is the author) and insists on Elizabeth joining his
all-male crew. After applying rules of physics, she is accepted
as a competent rower by the men.
The cooking show is created when the producer learns that
his daughter eats Elizabeth’s daughter Madeline’s lunch every
day, and he discovers why.
Every single person in the book is visual and believable,

including hilarious Harriet, Elizabeth’s next-door neighbor,
in a miserable marriage, who comes to her rescue to babysit
Madeline.
Elizabeth and Calvin overcame dreadful childhoods.

Calvin’s somewhat of a mystery.  It’s a story of comedy
overcoming tragedy in the lives of people we love.

by Carolee Bertisch

Adult Book Review

ARTIST & BOOK REVIEW
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FOL music and speaker programs are free and open to the public.

Noel Catura Jazz and Blues Ensemble – January 10

The Friends of the Library will be presenting the Noel Catura Jazz and Blues Ensemble at Crosswater
Hall, Nocatee, on Tuesday, January 10, 2023. The concert starts at 6:30 pm with doors opening at 6:00
pm. Reservations are required. If you are a FOL member, email lekleiman@gmail.com with the number
of concert-goers; non-FOL members register online on the Nocatee site.
Noel Catura is an award-winning saxophonist and Selmer Paris endorsed artist. He has been a

professional musician, composer, arranger and educator in the San Francisco Bay Area for more than 40
years. He performs in many genres, including blues, jazz, funk, Latin and rhythm and blues. He has
performed with many well-known artists such as Mary Wells, John Lee Hooker, Bobby Womack and a
host of others. Noel has performed around the globe at prestigious venues and festivals such as the Apollo
Theater (New York), Royal Albert Hall (London) and other amazing venues.
Noel currently performs with his own ensemble as well as the J.C. Smith Band, the Golden State

Warriors Bay Blue Notes Band and notable bands on the west coast. 

MUSIC SERIES

The Grass Menagerie – February 7

The Friends of the Library present The Grass Menagerie, Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. Bluegrass is one of the musical genres that Americans claim
as their own. It was developed and influenced by Welsh, Scottish, Appalachian and English
traditional styles. As it developed, it also took on influences of African-Americans by including
elements of jazz.
The Grass Menagerie was formed five years ago for audiences desiring the bluegrass feel, but
with an added factor - variety. The instrumentation lends itself to the strict bluegrass rooted
music, but the music selection takes it to another level by including jazz, pop, rock, and
country music.

Dr. Owen

Noel Catura

SPEAKER SERIES
The doors open at 1:30 pm in the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library’s FOL Room

Dr. Daniela Owen – January 28
On Saturday, January 28 at 2 p.m., we have invited Dr. DANIELA OWEN to speak. Her topic is The Right Now and
Everyone Feels children's books on managing anger, anxiety, sadness and fear to teach children how to be calm, confident,
brave and happy: an afternoon of learning for children and their parents.
Dr Owen is a licensed psychologist and assistant professor of the San Francisco Bay Area Center for Cognitive

Therapy and assistant professor in the Clinical Science program at the University of CA, Berkeley. She has a Ph.D. in
clinical psychology and treats social skills deficits, mood disorders, stress management and more in children, as well
as effective parenting strategies.

We encourage parents to bring children 3 years and up to this program..

Gail Dudack – February 25
Our February program will also be on a Saturday at 2 p.m.. On February 25, GAIL DUDACK, Chief Equity Strategist
for the Dudack Research Group, a division of Wellington Shields & Co., LLC, will speak about the current US economy.
Her topic is The 2023 Outlook for Stocks and a Discussion on the US Economy and Stock Market. 
The Dudack Research Group is an independent research firm that provides economic, quantitative and technical

strategies and tools to mutual funds, hedge funds and private money managers. Ms. Dudack was a panelist on "Wall
Street Week with Louis Rukeyser" for over twenty years and on the PBS show "Wall Street Week with Fortune." She has
received several awards honoring her career and has contributed to many documentaries and books on the stock market
and the industry.Gail Dudack

MUSIC & SPEAKER SERIES

The Grass Menagerie
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PVB BRANCH EVENTS

Thanks to a generous special programming grant from the FOL, the library is now offering the opportunity to build,
code, and create with LEGO Spike Essential Prime kits.  Fifteen LEGO kits and 15 iPads were purchased for use in these
classes for students in grades 2-5.  Classes began in October and were full of excited and engaged students.  The
students constructed a theme park entry gate with Legos and then programmed it to open for a certain color ticket.
Smiles abounded as lights flashed, music played, and the goal was achieved.  RSVP on the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library’s website to reserve your student’s spot!!

LEGO EDUCATION CLASS!!

Book Lovers Book Club UNF Jazz Ensemble performed in October

Halloween Fun
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to make the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch of the St. Johns County Public Library System an outstanding educational, cultural, civic and
recreational center for the community. This will be achieved by providing supplemental books, materials, volunteers and programs; fundraising and
advocating on behalf of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.  By enlisting support of all those dedicated to disseminating knowledge, we believe
the community will be enhanced and enriched.

P.O. Box 744
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32004
www.folpvbfl.org

December 24 & 26
January 2
January 16
February 20

LIBRARY CLOSINGS

Circa 1930's Vintage Wooden Jigsaw Puzzles 
donated to Seymour's Bookstore

A collection of excellent condition vintage wooden jigsaw puzzles,
circa 1930’s was donated by the Fernley family.  These puzzles have
been in their family for years. Sally Fernley shared her memories of
putting them together with her family members over many decades.  

Seymour's volunteers quickly researched these and put together a
display and poster to promote and give them the attention they so
deserved. All 6 ninety-year-old puzzles, in the original boxes, were
assembled by a few volunteers to ensure there were no missing
pieces. This was no small feat as the puzzles did not include a
picture. Each was in a plain looking box only indicating the
subject/title, # of pieces, sawed by, polished by, inspected by, and the
date. All were nestled in with the original tissue paper. 

The puzzles were showcased in the main lobby of the library with
pictures of each and a brief history of these whimsical pieces.
(special puzzle piece cut into recognizable shapes such as a heart, a
star, etc.) Within two weeks all 6 puzzles were sold to patrons who
truly appreciated the distinctiveness of each puzzle.  Everyone was
happy to see they all found good homes.  ~by Paula Nardon Sally Fernley
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